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village community. They were the privileged classes. They
held lands known as Brahmadaya. The brahmadaya village
were known also as Agraharas. There were many Agraharas
in Rayalaseema as attested by many inscriptions.38 Some
of the brahmanas held highest position in the administration.
Saluva Thimma, Kondarnarasa, Ayyapparasa, Demarasa
etc., belonged to this class.39 Some were great scholars.40
and some were priests. The Mahajanas of the Agrahara
villages managed the cultivation of lands also. Velamas,
kapus, Kammas and Sudra Castes were prominent in the
Villages.

The Vysyas were the trading communities since the
ancient times. They were known as Komatiu, and settlu.
They worked as middle men in trade with foreign merchants.
The period witnessed the rise of a new merchant community
known as Vira Balanjas.41 They engaged themselves both
in internal and external trade.42 These communities
maintained close contacts with the villages and some of
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